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    Foreword


    The Brazilian Amazon is a unique territory, with unequaled potential. It is the largest natural reserve of freshwater, biodiversity and minerals on the planet. The region also supplies much of the energy consumed in Brazil, and it is an exporter of an expressive number of agricultural, fishery and forest products, in addition to its significant impact to the climate sustainability.


    In the last 10 years, the Amazon region has undergone great changes, reflections of synergies, which were implemented by environmental policies both in Brazil and abroad. Deforestation, in this context, has been decreasing since 2004. The expansion of the agroenergy new frontier has started based on the cultivation of palm oil. Among the major changes there is the valuation of family farming, the expansion of silviculture, the breeding of new varieties of cupuassu, acai, guaraná, coffee, banana, cowpea and palm oil, as well as crop-livestock-forest integration. Environmental, social, economic and political challenges model and recommend the implementation of a new agriculture, more adapted to the region multiple realities, emphasizing the use of local biodiversity products.


    Also the importance of investments in S & T solution targeted to rural and agricultural problems must be highlighted. Therefore numerous questionings are imposed: in what and where to invest? What can be done to increase the efficiency of these investments? The answers to these questions should cover the sociocultural, economic and environmental complexity of the Amazon, in order to meet the expectations for the region.


    The edition History of agriculture in the Amazon: from Pre-Columbian era to the third millennium, written by the researcher Alfredo Homma, aims to challenge readers to this extremely necessary and urgent debate about the Amazon's future. Its Portuguese version was released in 2003 and now there is an English one, with updated data until 2012.


    This is the invitation Embrapa makes to everyone who has at heart the sincere desire to contribute to the sustainable development of this green paradise.


    Enjoy the book!


    Maurício Antônio Lopes


    President of Embrapa

  


  
    Preface


    The first edition of this book, published in 2003, was written as part of the 60th anniversary celebration of creation of the former Agronomic Institute of the North (IAN) in 1999. The first publication listed events, people and institutions which were directly or indirectly associated with the history of agricultural technology in the Amazon. For this English version, the main events until 2012 were added. They were quite emblematic for both the Amazon region and Brazil, indicating new synergies of changes. The strengthening of family farming, the promotion of Rio + 20 and the approval of the New Forest Code (2012), the implementation of the bioenergy hub based on palm oil, major floods and the lowest ebb tides of the Amazon river, the deforestation and fires reduction since 2004, are some of the important events which happened and are covered by the English version.


    Amazon's future based on knowledge of the past is the great challenge of this book. The Amazon is not an independent body, in biological, economic, social or political senses of other parts of the country or the world. Hence, there are broad historical standards, in which the characters, events, economic activities, structures, among others, are the reasons which explain the current stage of civilization in the Amazon. Thus, the history of the region should not be seen as a mere repetition of facts but hiding productive and fascinating explanations. There are several mutation points, which outputs might have been different.


    Only a society which is aware can metabolize new ideas, take taste for changes, away from the free and secured market, and be able to overcome barriers, obtain information in real time and, more importantly, the ability to change strategies at minor signs of changes and react quickly.


    Thus, it is more important for the Brazilian society to count on resourceful, responsive and adaptable strategies in finding the synergy of the future than to predict the future. The latter is a task for fortune tellers.


    I hope this information will help readers understand the history of farming in the Amazon, connecting with the information sorted chronologically awaiting interpreters. I suppose, for this reason, journalists, researchers, historians, writers, technicians, students and laypeople can take advantage or assist in the interpretation of the Amazon's agony or of a fresh restart.


    The limitations in the field of historiography, financial resources and time conspired to the result of this publication become broader and more analytical. I hope this English version helps to promote and advance the development of this sui generis region with evident particular features. Much has been written about the magnitude of the Amazon’s region, problems, and potential solutions. Social inclusion, proper development and the reduction of chronic destruction of natural resources in the region will depend on obvious actions of larger investments in S & T, technical assistance, social infrastructure and overcoming the irreversible delay. However, I trust that new researchers turn to this field, in an attempt to shape a new Amazon. If this book contributes in the future to inform, interpret and assist in the development of new research in this area, I believe my effort was worth it.


    Alfredo Homma
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