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      PREFACE


      The main principles which guided this book were an understanding of human beings as the main actors within land reform and a belief in such reform for the benefit of humanity, combining food on the table with work and dignity.


      The movement culminating in the occupation of the Quebra Anzol Farm in 1997 was preceded by mediation by the Rural Workers Union linked to the Federation of Agricultural Workers of the State of Minas Gerais (FETAEMG) in 1993. In the same period, a long waiting period for the legalization of the settlement project and land division was initiated.


      The work, in partnership with the National Institute for Land Settlement and Agrarian Reform (INCRA) and the Federal University of Viçosa (UFV), was carried out on the Quebra Anzol Farm, which is now called Quebra Anzol Settlement Project and located in the Serra do Salitre municipality in Minas Gerais (MG).


      According to the preliminary plan of the Quebra Anzol Settlement Project drawn up by INCRA, the settlement capacity was 37 families in an area of 1,183.7069 hectares. However, lawsuits filed by the owner against INCRA resulted in the loss of 116 hectares. The total area of Quebra Anzol was reduced, but the 37 families remained enrolled, which caused some internal conflicts.


      Another factor that contributed to generating conflicts was the emergence of two groups within the movement: one consisting of families who proposed to live within the area, and the other one consisting of families who lived in nearby towns. The first group claimed that everyone should live within the settlement, subjected to the same hardships and pressuring the government to act quickly. The second argued on the grounds that they were not given the right to choose their area.


      The possibility of exclusion following the decrease in the area and the emergence of internal and external groups, aggravated by the delay in the process of subdividing the land, were characteristics of the delicate moment in which the survey was conducted.


      The settlers’ socioeconomic and cultural issues subsided following the elaboration of a draft project for participatory land division.


      The preparation of the draft subdivision project along with the settlers ended the eight-year wait in the struggle for land ownership. For those who carried out the work, it brought great satisfaction to witness the theoretical limits being conclusively surpassed. Moreover, as a form of intervention and research, it represents the possibility of extending university education committed to processes of social transformation for the excluded. This experience goes beyond the narrow conception of the university with academic activities subdivided into teaching, research, and extension while disqualifying the latter as an awkward and non-systematic form of action.
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